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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AID-05 IO-ll CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 

SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 NEA-10 /091 W 

065054 

R051711Z APR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5430 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

CONFIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 0822 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR US MR UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET EMBASSY READS MUCH INTO VISIT BY AF/W DIRECTOR 

1 . AF/W DIRECTOR THOMAS SMITH VISITED NOUAKCHOTT FROM LATE 
EVENING APRIL 1 UNTIL AFTERNOON APRIL 3. NOUAKCHOTT STOP WAS 
FOLLOW-ON TO EARLIER MEETING IN DAKAR CONCERNING AID TO 
DROUGHT-AFFECTED SAHEL COUNTRIES. SMITH VISIT WAS NOT REPORTED 
IN LOCAL PRESS, ALTHOUGH IT WAS PROBABLY MENTIONED ON LOCAL 
RADIO. 

2. SOVIET EMBASSY PERSONNEL TOOK UNUSUAL INTEREST IN VISIT 
AND HAVE APPARENTLY ASCRIBED MAJOR SIGNFICANCE TO EVENT. 
SOVIET THIRD SECRETARY BORIS PODKOLZINE GRILLED DCM ABOUT 
VISIT FOR BETTER PART OF HALF-HOUR AT MOROCCAN RECEPTION ON 
APRIL 2. NATURE OF PODKOLZINE’S QUESTIONS SUGGESTED THAT 
SOVIET EMBASSY BELIEVES VISIT (A) IS LINKED TO SECRETARY 
KISSINGER S UPCOMING AFRICAN TOUR, (B) FORETELLS CLOSER AND 
WARMER U. S . -M AURIT ANIAN TIES, (C) SIGNALS INCREASED AID 
FROM US TO MAURITANIA AND CD) IS SOMEHOW RELATED TO 

US SAHARAN POLICY. DURING APRIL 4 FILM SHOW, SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR STARTSEV RAISED SMITH VISIT SEPARATELY WITH 
AMBASSADOR AND WITH DCM. STARTSEV KNEW WHICH GIRM OFFICIALS 
SMITH HAD MET. HE ALSO WENT TO CONSIDERABLE EFFORT TO 
LEARN MORE ABOUT VISIT. AT SAME FILM SHOW, SOVIET FIRST 
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COMMERCIAL OFFICER. 

3. COMMENT: SOVIET AMBASSADOR CLEARLY TASKED HIS 
PEOPLE TO LEARN AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE ABOUT NOUAKCHOTT 
VISIT BY AF/W DIRECTOR. IN SPITE OF OUR PROTESTATIONS 
TO CONTRARY. WE BELIEVE SOVIETS CONTINUE TO ATTACH 
FAR MORE SIGNIFICANCE TO VISIT, AS IT CONCERNS US-MAURI- 
T AN AIN RELATIONS. THAN SITUATION MERITS. WE 
SUSPECT THAT SOVIETS, AFTER REVIEWING US POLICY ON 
WESTERN SAHARA, HAVE CONCLUDED WE ARE SUPPORTING 
MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA. CONSEQUENTLY, IT IS ONLY 
NATURAL, IN THEIR VIEW, THAT SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIAL SHOULD CONSUMMATE "NEW RELATIONSHIP" WITH 
GIRM OFFICIALS.HANDYSIDE 
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